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Municipality of Meaford

• On the shores of Georgian Bay between 
Collingwood and Owen Sound
• Population is just under 11,000
• Four seasons destination 



Meaford Public Library
• 4,800 active card holders

• 93,000 items circulated

• Hosted a number of authors

• Connect the library to 

our community

Opening 

Summer 2020



Municipality of Meaford 
Cultural Services  

• Oversees; Seasonal Swimming Pool, Summer Camps, Programming for all ages, Special Events, and Municipal 
Subsidy Program

• Works closely with a variety of community organizations and groups to facilitate a variety of activities and events



Our Partnership 
Community Events

• Canada Day
• Longest Day of Play
• Health and Wellness Fair
• March Break
• Earth Week

Programs
● Summer Camps

● Walk the Length of the 

Great Wall of China

● Goat Yoga



Successes and Challenges 
Successes

• Budget
• Resources

• Online 
• Collection 

Items
• Dual Promotion
• Reach non-

users
• Less 

competition 

Challenges 
● Blurring roles

● Scheduling/Time/Deadlines





Future 
What Do We Have Planned

• Equipment Lending 
• Other Community Events
• Shared Programming 







Vision:

East Gwillimbury Public Library nurtures 
literacy in all its form and is the cultural 

and social heart of the community.

Here you create, play and grow. 

And here, you belong.

Mission: 

East Gwillimbury Public Library is the 
community’s destination for learning, 

discovery and connections.

















A Partnership in Space:
Sixteen Mile Branch 



Town of Oakville
• Located in the GTA in 

the Halton Region

• Population of 211,000 
(Town of Oakville)

• Major growth in the 
north: a community of 
young families, 
commuters, newcomers



Oakville Public Library
• 7 branches

• 64,182 active cardholders

• Newest branch serves 

population in North 

Oakville

Sixteen Mile Branch opened 

on May 1, 2019 



Sixteen Mile Sports Complex
• Large sports facility with 4 arenas including a 1,500 spectator 

venue, full service restaurant and 2 community rooms

• Over 700,000 visitors to the Complex annually, including many 
young families

• Future plans for a connecting community centre with library 
branch and full recreation programming amenities

• Growing community and need for immediate family and youth 
recreation programming opportunities



Sixteen Mile Sports Complex



Our Partnership 

• Growth in North 
Oakville = 
community 
demand for library 
service and 
recreational 
programs

• Sixteen Mile 
Branch offers a 
shared space to 
meet these needs



Flexible Space

• Movable furniture was 
required to ensure the 
needs of all programs and 
services were met

• Shelves and other larger 
furniture have wheels, making it 
easier to transform the space



The Schedule
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Program Delivery
• Community consultation 

❖ Focus group and survey 

• Programs 
❖ Library – Storytime, Book Club for 

Adults, Tech Help

❖ Rec & Culture – Pilates, Robotics, 

Youth drop-in

• Expanded opportunities for 

programming



A few considerations…

• Facility upkeep

• Designated 
storage space

• Managing public 
expectations



Other considerations

• Training of Rec & Culture staff –
emergency procedures, Health and 
Safety features, security gates

• Cross promotion

• Usage of library equipment during 
recreation programs– computers, 
checkout kiosks, etc.



Challenges 

• Public awareness 

and understanding 

of the partnership

• Logistics of set-up

• Same address

• Parking



Successes
• Stronger connection 

between OPL and the 
Town Rec & Culture 
department 

• Shared facility, furniture 
and equipment 

• Wider variety of 
programs and services 
offered to the community 



Going Forward

• Assessing usage of space 
through public feedback, 
operational statistics

• Determining any tweaking 
necessary to reach greatest 
community benefit

• Partnership allows flexibility 
and nimbleness to serve a 
developing community!  



Thank you! 
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Chief Executive Officer 
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