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This beautiful land
We acknowledge that we are Indigenous lands. now home to many 
diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. 

Treaty 13 and the Williams Treaty and Dish With One Spoon
- Mississaugasof the Credit
- Anishnabeg
- Chippewa
- Haudenosaunee
- Wendat 

https://native-land.ca/

https://native-land.ca/


My home & a great land acknowledgement

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voXySM-knRc

Illustration by Chief Lady Bird

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voXySM-knRc


About me: Lisa Prinn
ωTeacher and student, life-long learner
ωSettler/Newcomer history
ω7th-8th Generation Settler/New Zealand - Kiwi
ωTechnology Teacher - 3D printing



Jeff Kiyoshk Ross 

ω Ontario Certified teacher

ω over 20 years of communications, 
journalism, and marketing experience 
working 

ω taught in Pikangikum, Pickle Lake, and 
Thunder Bay

ω developed curriculum that is informed 
by First Nations, Inuit and Metis 
diverse histories and cultures

ω developed a library of resources that 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ 
First Nation House

ω new member of The GordDownie & 
ChanieWenjackFund

ω Developing resources that inform 
learning and relationship building on 
the history of Canada. 



About Us
ωHow we first heard about residential 

schools? 
ωWhy did we get involved?

ωWhat are the challenges? 
ωHow do schools and libraries overcome 

lack of connection, resources?
ωResources limited

ωConnection

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lisa-prinn-3667a6113

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lisa-prinn-3667a6113


Take care of yourself
ωHealth Canada resource for coping 

with emotions that may arise for 
those affected by residential schools 

24/7 phone number is
1-866-925-4419

ωStudents should also be encouraged 
to take advantage of counselling 
services through Kids Help Phone 
www.kidshelpphone.ca

phone/text:
1-800-668-6868



TheGordDownie& ChanieWenjackFund

ωNot affiliated with other charities

ωWenjack& Downiefamilies involved

Goal to improve the lives 
of Indigenous people 
bybuilding awareness, 
education, &connection.



About Downie Wenjack Fund 



The Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund

Å Partof GordDownieand ChanieWenjack'slegacy

Å Embodiescommitment toimprovethe lives of Indigenous peoples in Canada

Å Wenjackand Downiefamilies continue journey

Å Indigenous led board of Directors

Å Educator Advisory Committee 

Å Teachers from throughout Canada 
involved in Legacy School program



/ƘŀƴƛŜΩǎSecret Path

ω 12-year old boy 

ω Taken 600KM away from home in 
OgokiPostto residential school in 
Kenora

ω Residential schools were 
government-operated institutions

ω Aimedat separating Indigenous 
children from their families,
language, landand traditions

ω Assimilateinto Canadian culture

ω Childrenwere subjected to significant 
emotional and physical abuse



Legacy Schools

ωFree national initiative to engage, empower 
and connect students and educators

ωEducators can sign up here:LegacySchools.ca

ωProvide educational resources and program 
development for Legacy Schools

ωEnsure that the unique interests, rights and 
perspectives of Indigenous peoples are 
recognized and implemented in schools and 
communities throughout Canada



Leadership Circle



Legacy Spaces

ωCorporations,government, libraries and post-
secondaryinstitutions

ωProvides accurateinformationǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ

ωSpaces are meant to be safe and welcoming places 
ωConversationsabout the past, present and future are 

facilitated and encouraged. 
ω Important work each of us needs to do if the promise of 

reconciliation is to be fulfilled.

https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2019/0
2/13/rogers-opens-downie-wenjack-
legacy-space/

Photo: Halifax City Hall Legacy Space opening 
Oct. 2018.

https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2019/02/13/rogers-opens-downie-wenjack-legacy-space/


Everyone has a role to play in our journey to reconciliation.


