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Setting and Context
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About the CAMH Library Collection
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The collection includes books, journals, reprints, research reports, government documents in both 

print and digital format, as well as videos.

- Only a 20% overlap with University of Toronto Libraries 

- We have a lot of stuff 

Scope is international and historical in core areas

Ontario and other Canadian materials including government and NGO reports were also collected

- Collection focus included federal publications/ephemera  from both Canadian /non-Canadian 

sources
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Collection amalgamation:

- The Addiction Research Foundation (ARF) Library

- The Farrar Library of the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry

- The Queen Street Mental Health Centre, Health Sciences Library.

Addition Research Foundation (ARF) Library:

- De-facto repository library

- Multidisciplinary collection mandate

- Diverse library users 

5

How Did We Get Here?
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Majority of the collection:

The Addiction Research Foundation (ARF) Library

- Actively procured info from:

- National Clearinghouse for Drug and Alcohol Information

- US State drug information centers

- Monographs for a wide range of users 

Result is a collection time capsule.

6

How Amalgamation Shaped Collection History
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How Amalgamation Shaped Collection History

Downs, R. B. (1967). Resources of Canadian academic and research libraries. 

Ottawa: Assoc. of Univ. and Colleges of Canada.



Copyright © 2017, CAMH

Hospital Libraries

- currency of materials is crucial to ensure “best available evidence” and quality care

- retaining older materials for historical research may not be part of hospital library mandates

CAMH Library

- CAMH’s organizational history imbues us with a responsibility and opportunity to honour our past

- merger of three libraries with different mandates means we inherited special collections

- history of psychiatry is particularly fraught 

- special collections allow researchers to track the development of a specialty or topic over time

- CAMH Archives, which includes a collection on the history of psychiatry in Canada (quite narrowly defined)

Special considerations for collection evaluation

8
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Legalization of recreational cannabis 2018

- surge of interest in all things Cannabis

> If done soon, can take advantage of the zeitgeist and promote our library! 

- our materials suddenly antiquated (some more than others) 

> e.g. Canadian materials now advocate harm reduction approach

- pre-legalization cannabis materials now have added research value

- our materials are unique and we are in a position to organize, preserve, make available

A cannabis collection: why now?

9
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“THE MOVE” 2020

- CAMH Library moving to brand new space in Fall 2020

- impetus for unprecedented collection evaluation and visioning

- reckoning with evaluation considerations 

- literally separating old materials from new

A cannabis collection: why now?

10
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How do we even 
begin to think about 
how to do this?!
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First steps
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1. to gather our older cannabis-related literature and see what we have

2. establish a subset of older cannabis materials as a special/historical research collection

3. package/present them in a useful way

4. promote and make accessible so people know this collection exists and can use it!

5. ultimate goal of showcasing and making useful the unique resources we have in our collection through 
the development of multiple special collections (or research guides to older materials by theme)

bold = we must thoughtfully define

13

Set goals
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Guidance exists for

- developing special collections from scratch or from gifts

- academic health science libraries 

- archives/museums/historical institutions

Existing guidance will be more useful at later stage (specific tasks)

*list of most relevant works consulted is included at end of presentation

14

Consult the literature
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This will be iterative at the initial stages.

1. Cannabis is the main topic of the item

OR 

Item is published by the ARF, CAMH, or Canadian government body AND has a section on Cannabis

2. Monographs, reports, consumer health materials

3. Published before 2018

(though materials published between 2010-2018 will remain in circulation for now)

15

Establish high-level collection criteria
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- with help of technicians, exported records of all print materials into grand spreadsheet

- sorted by call number, then identified all items with cannabi*, marijuana, and marihuana in title

- identified key call number ranges and looked for additional (non-obvious) items

- used this list as core data set for initial stage

- 428 items 

16

Cannabis Materials Data Snapshot
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Note:

This is based on catalogue records (includes 

many articles printed out and catalogued).

This also reflects the trend moving away from 

monographs as central format.
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Cannabis Materials Data Snapshot
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1. Data snapshot

2. Pull items from list  (harder than anticipated)

3. Sort through items not catalogued (mystery items!)

4. Revisit collection criteria

5. Use criteria to determine inclusion/exclusion

- anything excluded is nominated for discard/donation

6. Create master list

18

Workflow – Phase 1
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How do we turn a 
bunch of stuff into 
a collection?
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Next steps

20
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- Develop master list to include additional metadata such as material type categories

- Visualize master list data to understand collection trends, strengths, weaknesses

- Consult experts

- Use this information to reconsider collection parameters, likely users, promotional angles

- Relevance? Potential research need? Preservation? Quality? Rarity/scarcity? Date/place of publication? (McElfresh, et al, 

561)

- Where else can we send people looking for items/topics we do not have (since we will not be purchasing 

additional items to fill gaps)?

21

What exactly do we have?
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Where should it live?

- is there anything in this collection that currently requires formal preservation?

- should we consider digitization and/or inclusion in a repository?

- will the CAMH Archives broaden its scope in the future to include such collections?

- should this be considered a historical collection at some point? Is it already? Whose definitions?

22

How to present and promote the collection?
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How will we provide access?

- what kind of catalogue/guidance document/finding aid?

- determine access points to this catalogue online and on-site

- establish policies and processes for requesting and accessing materials on site

Marketing and Promotion

- should we give the collection a cutie name?

- develop communication plan (internal and external)

23

How to present and promote the collection?
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We still have a very 
long way to go!
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Show & Tell

25

1



Copyright © 2017, CAMH26

Material types

Bibliographies

Reports on usage trends, conferences/meetings, 

Scientific texts on chemistry, toxicology

Legal texts

Monographs on difference aspects of cannabis 

use, control, treatment in various populations, 

settings, etc.

Consumer health information

- esp. geared at youth

2
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Theme #1: Marijuana is BAD
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Marijuana is BAD
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Marijuana is BAD
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Marijuana is BAD
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Marijuana is BAD
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1

8
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Marijuana is BAD
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Pot smokers are losers

1
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Pot smokers are losers
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9
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Pot smokers are losers
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Just say NO!

6
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10



Copyright © 2017, CAMH41

Just say NO!

11



Copyright © 2017, CAMH42

Anti-legalization/anti-harm reduction 
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Societal breakdown
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Societal breakdown
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Miscellaneous cool item

16
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Wish us luck!



Copyright © 2017, CAMH48

Image references

1. Janeczek, C. L. (1980). Marijuana: time for a closer look: Healthstar Publications.

2. Gamage, J. R. (1969). A comprehensive guide to the English-language literature on cannabis STASH 

Press.

3. Mann, P. (1989). The Sad Story of Mary Wanna: Or How Marijuana Harms You: Woodmere Press.

4. Janeczek, C. L. (1982). Marijuana-- the Inside Story: Healthstar Publications.

5. Marihuana: alarming invasion of the United Stats by a peculiarly vicious, ancient narcotic. (n.d.). 

Washington D.C.: Board of Temperance, Prohibition and Public Morals. The Methodist Episcopal 

Church.

6. Zeller, P. K. (1990). Focus on Marijuana: Twenty First Century Books.

7. Hart, R. H. (1980). Bitter Grass: The Cruel Truth about Marijuana. Psychoneurologia Press.

8. Campbell Vermes, J. (1969). Pot Is Rot, and Other Horrible Facts About Bad Things: Hill & Wang 



Copyright © 2017, CAMH49

Image references

9. Users are Losers! What you should know about drug abuse! (1970). Educational Aids of Long Beach.

10. Marijuana (Encyclopedia of Psychoactive Drugs) (1991). Chambers Harrap Publishers Ltd.

11. Abbey, N. (1987). Saying No to Marijuana: a teacher's guide: Network Publications.

12. Prevention, C. f. S. A. (2002). Marijuana: Weeding Out the Hype: U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for Substance 

Abuse Prevention.

13. For every high there's a low--be drug wise: straight talk about marijuana. (2005). Health Canada.

14. Man and Chemical Comforts: about addicting drugs. (1964). Toronto: Alcoholism and Drug Addiction 

Research Foundation. 

15. Hooked! (1966).

16. Abel, E. L. (1982). A Marihuana Dictionary: Words, Terms, Events, and Persons Relating to Cannabis: 

Greenwood Press. Campbell Vermes, J. (1969). Pot Is Rot, and Other Horrible Facts About Bad 

Things: Hill & Wang 



Copyright © 2017, CAMH50

Works consulted

Downs, R. B. (1967). Resources of Canadian academic and research libraries. 
Ottawa: Assoc. of Univ. and Colleges of Canada.

Kendall, S. K. (2018). Health Sciences Collection Management for the Twenty-First 
Century: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.

McElfresh, K. R., & Gleasner, R. M. (2019). Evaluating a historical medical book 
collection. J Med Libr Assoc, 107(4), 560-565. 

Nasea, M. M. (2013). Preparing to honor the past in the future: collection development 
in the history of the health sciences. Against the Grain, 20(5), 9. 

Reznick, J. S. (2014). Embracing the future as stewards of the past: charting a course 
forward for historical medical libraries and archives. RBM: a journal of rare books, 
manuscripts, and cultural heritage, 15(2), 111. 



Thank You


