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In 1973, The Body The Canadian Lesbian and
Politic collective Gay Archives (CLGA) is the

: largest independent
g)al;,nfi%i;};égznadlan LGBTQ2+ archives in the

) world. With a focus on
Movement Archives Canadian LGBTQ2+ content,
the CLGA acquires,
preserves, and provides
public access to information
and archival materials in any
medium.
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Independence

Dec 30, 1977 — Police raid The Body
Politic offices taking away 12 boxes
of material including CGA materials.

Jan 5, 1978 — Charges are laid
against Pink Triangle Press including
Ken Popert, Ed Jackson, and Gerald
Hannon.




Independence

1979 — Members of the CGA
decide to separate from Pink
Triangle Press.

1980 — Canadian Gay Archives
incorporates.

1981 — After a legal challenge the
CGA is granted charitable status.

gay archives

Tho task of rycting the b ¥ of gAY peo—
ple 18 painstaking work —— often yfelding 14t€lc more
than speculative shelches of what has been. Hiscoxy can
be a zaol of both oppressioa snd lideration. [t ha=
all oo of:en reflected :he world view of the status quo,

projecting the historisn's own polirical, worsl and ssy—

chological bilases onco realfcy, raraly providiag an ob-
jective and neutral account of the real people aad for—
ces involved. These straighc himtorfans and other “guar—
dians of morality” have beea very conscientious in thair
mear obliteraclon of gay history. One way to ancourage
dccurate hieloricul resparck is to garhey, and make
available, royource WALOria. relevan! ta 41l sspeccs of
&ay hiscory. To chim end, e Eody ¢nlitic has Zounded
tha Caosdian GLM Axchivos.

Jhe primary comcern of the Archives will he the
entaubl (shwent of s complete Canndisn collection, but the
ope will be iarecnatfonal, ind epecial attenrion will
be piven to rhe U.S., Europe asd Australia,

The Rody Folitic f1les have provided & fsirly nom—
pleze collection of Canadiar material deting from our

founding - 1a November 1971. Rul xay Liheratlon Bas heec
organized herc since the autuws of 1969, and proevious
£o this weveral homosexual orgenizations wxisted (o 1a
CGunada during the 50%2 and 6O'x, -

Our roadara have priul-d matter from these exr—
liest organizational efforts, s¢ would appreciate hear—
ing from you. Or If you cam pruvide information in
the form of porsonal memoirs ssd correspondence, this
would be grearly approciated ss well. Any ltems you
mizhe conteibutc will be treated with the utmost care.
Wa are ac procont looking for complete runs of the mag—-
axines "Two' and "Exclusive Male” us well as ecarly ed—
Itione of any booka 5y Edward Zacpenter snd Magnus
Wiruchfeld, A

Ouce = pigaificant col luction 1a scctmularid sad
cacalogucd we will take sicps 0 permanently house the
within a i.y or governmental libracy.
From time to time we Will prin: a lisc Tequesting spec—
ific items necded Ly tho aschives. We arc dependnnt
vpon your generoaily for comiciburions ot books, maga=—
zimes, newspapers, articles, leaflats, photom and letters,




History

1992 — The Canadian Women’s
Movement Archives closed.

1992 — The collective was
dissolved in favour of a 9 person
board of directors.

1993 — CGA renamed to Canadian
Lesbian and Gay Archives.

CANADIAN |
' WOMEN'S
'MOVEMENT

ARCHIVES

1987

THE CANADIAN WOMEN'S
MOVEMENT ARCHIVES was
founded in 1977 to collect material
from the contemporary (post 1960)
Canadian women's movement.
Collective members and volunteers of
the CWMA are feminist activists
creating an independent community
based archives, research and resource
centre. The CWMA would like to be a
part of a national network of women's
archives, To this end, we encourage
and support the establishment of
regional women’s archives. We
endeavour to offer services in French
and English.

What's in the Archives

* records from over 2,000 women’s
groups, coalitions, conferences,
demonstrations and cultural events
from across Canada.

* over 750 different feminist
periodicals, newspapers, newsletters
and magazines.

* substantial collections of lesbian
material.

* sound recordings, posters, buttons,
photographs, slides, banners and t-
shirts.

As Canadian feminists we need our
own Archives:

* because it acts as our collective
memory

* to provide resource material for
activists and rescarchers

* to celebrate our history and our
achievements

How you can help

* The CWMA does not receive core
funding and relies on donations for
financial support. As a registered non-
profit, charitable organization, the
CWMA provides receipts for income
fax purposes

* We are also happy to accept
donations or bequests of material.
Flyers, newsletters, periodicals,
minutes of meetings and
correspondence are important records
of feminist activities.

Canadian Women’s Movement
Archives

P.O. Box 128

Station P

Toronto, Ont.

M58 257

(416) 597-8865

Francais au verso




incomplete collections = incomplete history
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Welcome to the CLGA's digital collections. Explore
highlights from the the world's largest independent
colleciton of LGBTQ+ documentary heritage. Meet the
people, places and organizations that have made a
difference for LGBTQ+ Canada. Discover more in person at
the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives at 34 Isabella Street
in Toronto, Ontario.




Tools: partnerships

LGBTQ |Digital
HISTORY | Collaboratory

Connecting scholars, activists, and archives across Canada and the U.S. to
produce a collaborative, digital history hub for gay, lesbian, queer, and trans* oral
histories.

Scholars in Residence Digital
Collections Lab

Not a Place on the Map Desh Pardesh
Oral History Project

Mirha-Soleil Ross Archives
SRS Activism in Ontario

Foolscap Project



Desh Pardesh in collab with SAVAC

Desh Pardesh was a South Asian
arts festival that was held
between the years 1988 and 2001.
It began under the name Salaam
Toronto in collaboration with the
Khush collective — an
organization for gay men of
South Asian background.



NOT A PLACE ON THE MAP: DESH PARDESH, 1988-2001

INTRODUCTION SOCIO-POLITICAL BACKGROUND  LISTEN TO THE INTERVIEWS
DESH PARDESH 1988-1989 DESH PARDESH 1990 DESH PARDESH 1991 DESH PARDESH 1993-1994
DESH PARDESH 1995 DESH PARDESH 1996 DESH PARDESH 1997-1999 DESH PARDESH 2000-2001

LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD

INTRODUCTION

Desh Pardesh was a South Asian arts festival that was held between the years 1988 and 2001. It began under the name
Salaam Toronto in collaboration with the Khush collective — an organization for gay men of South Asian background. We
have collaborated with the Canadian and Lesbian Gay Archives (CLGA), the South Asian Visual Arts Centre (SAVAC) and the
LGBTQ Oral History Digital Collaboratory to compile an oral history of this festival. Our findings are presented below.
These oral history interviews with artists and organizers involved in the festival were created by the South Asian Visual
Arts Centre in 2016.



Mirha-Soleil Ross & gendertrash

gay brains

testiCle

upring 95 issue # 4 $6% (Us/Can)
.




GENDERTRASH: TRANSSEXUAL ZINE, 1993-1995

INTRO "TRANSSEXUAL SISTERHOOD IS POWERFUL": THE MAKING OF GENDERTRASH

BUTTONS ASACTIVISM  ANOTE ON TERMINOLOGY GENDERTRASH GALLERY

INTRO
GENDERTRASH

gendertrashis a zine/periodical “devoted to the issues & concerns of
transsexuals.” Its four issues were published by Mirha-Soleil Ross and
Xanthra Phillippa MacKay in Toronto from 1993-1995.

Click here to go to the interactive order form, where you can read full
issues of gendertrashand look at buttons sold by genderpress.

Click on the links at the top for more information on the history
of gendertrashand related archival holdings in the Mirha-Soleil Ross

fonds.
1993 photograph of Xanthra Phillippa MacKay (left) and Digital collection by Sid Cunningham, Caleigh Inman, and MacKenzie
Mirha-Soleil Ross, the creators of gendertrash. Photo by Stewart.

Jennifer O'Connor,

Created in collaboration with the LGBTQ Oral History Digital
Collaboratory. The Collaboratory is directed by Dr. Elspeth Brown and funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada.

Intro “Transsexual Sisterhood is Powerful”
The Making of Gendertrash



Escondidos no more! & Myseum of Toronto

DRAG BEAUTY PAGEA

MISS
A’(U\ AMERI
Ry ‘de‘ Recuerq, “

Saturda

ust
Nelg bours
spices things up
with a hot little

Latin dish
with
Miss G
Umverse '93
Karma
Sussy KPISGSh Bar & Rest.: Voces del Recuerdo(384 Collegest.)
Dee B ce January 13t 7:00pm, - 3:00a.m.
2 Orchesta: Fuerza Latina” Fee:$10.00

10:30 & 12:00

Isabella St. 960-1200

open,7 days a week



Escondidos no more!




Database - Inmagic

o Grants from Pride and
Remembrance Foundation

 Corporate Donation from TD )\ B Ryl ey
Bank 3 § WS ).
« Hire new staff , = G 2/73’,///(7//'[(?
« Project will go online March
2019

A hand drawn cover of the 2011 Sex Worker’s
Resilience and Resistance Zine, created by
Maggie’s: The Toronto Sex Workers Action
Project.



What did we learn...

Money will forever be the main issue
for programming.

Prioritising collections means hiring
community members.

Don’t say you have time if you don't
actually make time to do it.

MOU's and project plans are key to

keeping the project going. Make
sure everyone knows their part.

If the community members aren't
involved from the start, it's not good
community engagement.

New deed of gift paperwork should
including online content restrictions.




March 11, 2019

.. Name Change
.. Database will go online



Questions?

Raegan Swanson, Executive Director

clga.ca

@clgarchives



