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In 1973, The Body 
Politic collective 
founded the Canadian 
Gay Liberation 
Movement Archives 
  

The Canadian Lesbian and 
Gay Archives (CLGA) is the 
largest independent 
LGBTQ2+ archives in the 
world. With a focus on 
Canadian LGBTQ2+ content, 
the CLGA acquires, 
preserves, and provides 
public access to information 
and archival materials in any 
medium. 

 



The collection 



Independence 

Dec 30, 1977 – Police raid The Body 

Politic offices taking away 12 boxes 

of material including CGA materials. 

 

Jan 5, 1978 – Charges are laid 

against Pink Triangle Press including 

Ken Popert, Ed Jackson, and Gerald 

Hannon. 



Independence 

1979 – Members of the CGA 
decide to separate from Pink 
Triangle Press. 
 
1980 – Canadian Gay Archives 
incorporates. 
 
1981 – After a legal challenge the 
CGA is granted charitable status. 

 
 



History 

1992 – The Canadian Women’s 
Movement Archives closed. 
 
1992 – The collective was 
dissolved in favour of a 9 person 
board of directors. 
 
1993 – CGA renamed to Canadian 
Lesbian and Gay Archives. 



incomplete collections = incomplete history 



Tools: OMKEA 



Tools: partnerships 

Scholars in Residence Digital 
Collections Lab 

Not a Place on the Map Desh Pardesh 
Oral History Project 

Mirha-Soleil Ross Archives 

SRS Activism in Ontario 

Foolscap Project 
 



Desh Pardesh in collab with SAVAC 

Desh Pardesh was a South Asian 
arts festival that was held 
between the years 1988 and 2001. 
It began under the name Salaam 
Toronto in collaboration with the 
Khush collective — an 
organization for gay men of 
South Asian background. 





Mirha-Soleil Ross & gendertrash 





Escondidos no more! & Myseum of Toronto 



Escondidos no more! 



Database - Inmagic 

● Grants from Pride and 

Remembrance Foundation 

● Corporate Donation from TD 

Bank 

● Hire new staff 

● Project will go online March 

2019 

 

 
A hand drawn cover of the 2011 Sex Worker’s 

Resilience and Resistance Zine, created by 

Maggie’s: The Toronto Sex Workers Action 

Project. 

 



● Money will forever be the main issue 

for programming. 

● Prioritising collections means hiring 

community members. 

● Don’t say you have time if you don’t 

actually make time to do it. 

● MOU’s and project plans are key to 

keeping the project going. Make 

sure everyone knows their part. 

● If the community members aren’t 

involved from the start, it’s not good 

community engagement. 

● New deed of gift paperwork should 

including online content restrictions. 

 

What did we learn... 



March 11, 2019 
1. Name Change 

2. Database will go online 

 

Watch our website for more info. 



Questions? 
Raegan Swanson, Executive Director 

executivedirector@clga.ca 

clga.ca 

@clgarchives 

 


