


In 2014 Brampton Public Library started a Teen Reading Pilot 
inviting libraries across Ontario and their teen advisory committees. 

Haliburton County Public Library doesn’t have a teen advisory committee, 
but does have a good relationship with Haliburton Highlands Secondary 
School!

As we explored the logistics of participating in the Teen 
Reading Pilot, we kept coming up with more and more 
ideas to expand on it at a local level.

That’s how Book Project 1.0: Delving 
into Dystopia started!



After a theme and book titles have been chosen:
Each person receives book 1 and annotates inside the book in a designated 
colour on the big question or focus that is being examined.

Book club participants then switch books and annotate notes on the same big 

question in a second colour as well as responding to comments of the first 
annotator.

A third switch and the next reader continues annotations in a third colour, answering 

the big question and responding to annotations from annotator 1 or 

annotator 2.

The books are returned to the original reader (i.e. everyone gets their book 1), 
who then re-read through the annotations and summarizes the ideas made by all 3. 
They become the expert of that title.



Dystopian Fiction (based on current YA trend).

What will we analyse? What makes a Dystopian society? What 

are the features? What is the message?

Classics and new YA, eg. Brave New 

World, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, Feed, A Handmaid’s Tale etc.

Grade 11 or 12 students in 3 different high schools.

June to December (i.e. end of one school year and first semester of 

following).

First book 

distributed before the summer, one month for book 2 and 3, presentations in December.

A gathering of students from all schools in a Book 

Forum to present annotation findings, i.e. answers to big question.





Annotation Sample:
One reader in this example 

noticed similarities 

between Aldous Huxley’s 

dystopia A Brave New 

World and modern events.

Another reader is optimistic 

about a character’s fate, 

while cautioned by another 

reader that things may not 

be as they seem. 



In this example the 
readers get quite 
animated about the 
end of the book….

“… what was the point 
of it all?” asks one, 
who is then answered 
by another reader who 
takes a more (albeit 
cautiously) optimistic 
approach.

The third reader 
acknowledges their 
reading partners while 
providing their own 
view of Huxley as a 
prophet.





Annotation Sample:
(Little Bee by Chris Cleave)

Looking at her other (and more 
sentimental) idea of success, Little 
Bee  begins to build a strong relationship 
with Sarah and Charlie (much to Sarah’s 
lover’s dismay).

They agree to look after and that they 
need each other in their current situation 
(149). 

Sarah and Bee’s relationship is a 
recurring theme throughout the novel with 
the women constantly trying to help one 
another; the two have a wonderful 
relationship despite the trauma on both 
ends. 

This relationship is pivotal to the  feelings 
of success in their lives.



Participants were given templates to create a readers’ advisory bookmark to be 
distributed at the school and public libraries.



For Book Project 1.0, students participated in an interview on local community 
radio to discuss the project. 

The project was 
later cited by 
one of the 
students as 
being something 
that helped 
improve their 
public speaking 
– ability and 
confidence.



For Book Project 2.0, student leaders facilitated a workshop with grade 8 
students. Factions from Divergent by Veronica Roth were examined and 
used to determine the definition of success in a variety of real life high school 
scenarios.



Historical Fiction
What makes a great historical novel? What 

attracts you as a reader?
The Outlander Series by 

Diana Gabaldon, Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett, All the Light 
We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr….

Adult readers
12 months

Books exchanged once every quarter
End of year book club potluck



Hooked on Classics
Are classic literature selections relatable? If you 

were telling the story how would you make it better/more relevant?
Simplified versions of Call of the 

Wild, Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm, etc.
New literates, teens reading below level, 

English Language Learners
3 months

Switch 
each month

Informal round-table discussion with pizza 
lunch




