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The Five Minute Animation!

 Claymation is EASY!!!



Student Created Samples

Why Beaver Has a Flat Tail
Shark Attack

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bw5rirXnCKAhMHFhcVQxMGlqQ28
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bw5rirXnCKAhMHFhcVQxMGlqQ28
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw5rirXnCKAhMFQ5TDRjc1hqeE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw5rirXnCKAhMFQ5TDRjc1hqeE0/view?usp=sharing


Why Claymation?
- Engaging
- Language Oral Effective Guides
- Problem Solving
- LNS
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Assessment for Report Cards
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Project Ideas
The teacher determines the theme and project criteria/parameters. 

If you are looking for direction on this there is a wealth of professional literature 
available. 

Available for free through 
Ontario College of 
Teachers Library!



Project Ideas
The teacher determines the theme and project criteria/parameters 

● Health [e.g., anti-smoking PSAs] 
● Social Studies [how natives helped early settlers; pourquoi tales]
● EcoSchools [PSAs, “How to” Guides on Composting, etc.)

○ Planet in Focus Student Film Festival [Toronto+York+Ottawa]
● Science [mock weather forecasts]
● Project Based Learning [Eco campaigns such as establishing bottled water 

free zones in schools]
● Special Occasions [Terry Fox, Remembrance Day, Winter Holidays, etc.]

http://planetinfocus.org/education/eco-film-lab/
http://planetinfocus.org/education/eco-film-lab/


Ideas for Themes    

● Danger!
● Holiday
● Fairy Tales
● Commercials

    2 Min Max!
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Theme Example Inglewood

● Why Pourquoi Tales?
○ Language Curriculum [Grade 3 Media Literacy, producing media texts]
○ Social Studies Curriculum [Grade 3 Communities in Canada, includes inquiry into First Nations]
○ Eco component 

○ Student familiarity with form (numerous examples of pourquoi tales are available to share with 
students such as Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears, etc.)



Four Easy Steps to Make a Claymation Film
Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Step 2: Shooting the Film

Step 3: Editing  

Step 4: Sharing 
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Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters
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Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Pourquoi Tales

● read some pourquoi tales to students
○ Epic Reads (free teacher account)
○ Reading A-Z (subscription account)



Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Pourquoi Tales

● view some short film versions of pourquoi tales
○ National Film Board of Canada (apply for a Campus account!)
○ Learn360



Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Pourquoi Tales

● set some parameters 
○ animals must be from Ontario
○ story set in distant past

Coming soon to a 
neighbourhood near you!



Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Pourquoi Tales

● fill in form before storyboarding (list characters, tell what the pourquoi tale 
explains, etc.)

Tip:

Make sure you ask students what is explained in the story
● At the start of the story Beaver has a round tail
● At the end of the story Beaver’s tail is flat and has marks on it



Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Pourquoi Tales - Storyboard Example

It is possible to use 
Pixie to create a 
storyboard but very 
time consuming and 
limited (does not 
include sound effects, 
etc.).



Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Pourquoi Tales - Story Table Example

Using story tables (with 
Google Docs) is a 
much more efficient 
way to plan your 
claymation. For more 
info see Digital 
Storytelling in the 
Classroom.



Step 1: Brainstorming/Storyboarding/Building Sets & Characters

Pourquoi Tales

● make characters (plasticine)
● make background (construction paper)



Step 2: Shooting the Film

● lighting
● student roles 1 shoots, 1 moves
● securing the props/sets
● camera positioning
● how long is a shoot?
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Step 2: Shooting the Film
Pourquoi Tales

Helpful Tip:
Keep your characters in plastic 
bags inside a laptop box!



Step 2: Shooting the Film
Pourquoi Tales

Document camera (Ipevo)

Light box (optional)

Computer with Frames

Green painter’s tape 



Step 2: Shooting the Film
Pourquoi Tales

Be sure to secure your 
background before you 
begin taking your slides!

Save your work every 
5 minutes or less!



Step 2: Shooting the Film - Voice Recording
Pourquoi Tales
Hard to see voice recorder! 
(optional - you can use your 
phone or a computer for this).

Be sure to practice before recording. Include 
choral reading parts for more impact.



Step 2: Shooting the Film - Soundtrack Recording
Pourquoi Tales  voice recorder

Politely ask your music 
teacher if you can borrow 
some instruments to create 
an original soundtrack!



Step 3: Editing Where Movie Magic Happens!

What does this step look like?

● Remove Lousy Pictures
● Duration
● Text Boxes
● Titles and Credits
● Voice Recording
● Sound Effects
● Music

s
screen 
cap 
frame









Step 3: Editing
Pourquoi Tales

iMovie is a user 
friendly film editor 
if you want to have 
more control over 
the finished 
product.

Add .mov and .mp4 files from Frames 
into your iMovie Events Library

voice tracks

sound 
effects 
tracks



Step 4: Sharing
● Export to .mov file
● Parent-Teacher Interviews
● Have mini film festival in classroom
● Share in school assemblies
● Youtube/Vimeo/Google Drive (upload to these sites then provide links on your 

school website, emails, Twitter feeds, etc.)
● Link to school website [Inglewood Heights JPS]
● Film festivals such as Planet in Focus Short Film Festival

http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/inglewoodhts/Home.aspx
http://planetinfocus.org/education/eco-film-lab/


Other Considerations - Rule of 80/20

Don’t get stuck at the 
production wall!

80% is okay!



Other Considerations - Media Releases
Do not leave this until the last minute!

If required, scratch out “image” and send the 
form home for signing. You may also try to get 
consent for single projects, as needed.

Best practice is to NEVER use last names!



Other Considerations - Copyright
Always acknowledge your sources!!



Other Considerations - Free Content
You can sign up for a free account with Freesound.com!!



Tips and Tricks!      

Choose a small experimental project and complete every step to iron out all the issues 
BEFORE starting your main project!

Train ONE class well, have students from that class train the others

Teacher is NOT the sage

Keep your animations short - maximum 2-3 minutes!

Number of frames/pictures does not determine duration or quality

Be prepared for taking a lot of shots! 800 is not too many!

Backup originals FREQUENTLY (keep in two places!)
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Resources
All aspects of Filmmaking: Director in the Classroom

Project Based Learning + Frames Software (stop motion animation): Tech4Learning

Tech4Learning Guide (PDF): Making Claymation in the Classroom

Barbara Reid Plasticine Tutorial: Barbara Reid Videos

Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat: Student Filmmakers

Free Sound Content: freesound.org

http://thedirectorintheclassroom.ning.com
http://www.tech4learning.com/frames
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bw5rirXnCKAhVEVwVnRxWTd1NlU
http://barbarareid.ca/students-and-teachers/videos/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bw5rirXnCKAhTWRYTjRXNjVXb1U
https://freesound.org


Student Work Samples
 The Crazy Alphabet [Low resolution!]

Why Beaver Has a Flat Tail [Low resolution!]

Shark Attack

Holiday Trouble

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw5rirXnCKAhY3ZrQkRib2h4WWs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bw5rirXnCKAhMHFhcVQxMGlqQ28
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bw5rirXnCKAhMHFhcVQxMGlqQ28
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw5rirXnCKAhMFQ5TDRjc1hqeE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw5rirXnCKAhMFQ5TDRjc1hqeE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw5rirXnCKAhRVVCQXpCVGhPdFU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw5rirXnCKAhRVVCQXpCVGhPdFU/view?usp=sharing

