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What is Genius Hour?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMFQUtHsWhc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMFQUtHsWhc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4UjBNZSXjo


Why ?

“ With Genius Hour, I learned how to work independently. I also learned how to do 
research and how to use the computer properly. Genius Hour allowed me to explore 

something I was passionate about with no limits. I started with a small idea of 
standing up for young girls around the world but now I am ready to take it to the next 

level. Genius Hour taught me how to step outside of the box and become something 
bigger than myself. I benefitted so much from Genius Hour and so will many other 

kids.”

-Abi, Grade 7 student who participated in GH last year



Who?
*Three Grade 3 classes- Guided Inquiry (Science focus-Soils)

*Grade 5 & 6 class-Guided Inquiry 
(Science focus- Human Body and Biodiversity)

Grade 6 class- Genius Hour (students exploring personal passion)

*Gradual Release of Responsibility-goal will be to complete Genius Hour 
project of their choice by the end of the school year



Timeline Goals

● 1st time teachers and students -gradual release 
October -guided inquiry stages, skill building (Questioning, 
research, etc.) by March should be in to full Genius Hour

● Grade 6s  passion projects
independent (October)  then in groups (by March) 



  

Source:
http://blogs.kqed.
org/mindshift/2013/10/the-inquiry-
process/

How?



GAFE Assessment Tools
● organized in shared Google folder
● comments in docs
● video (2014-2015)
● forms

- assessment-learning skills 
- success criteria, next steps use notification (tool)

● next step: 
-implementation Google Classroom opportunities 
-use photos/video for assessment



Shared Folder-Great Way to Share 
Resources with Students



Genius Hour Planning Sheet

http://bit.ly/planningsheetGH

http://bit.ly/planningsheetGH
http://bit.ly/planningsheetGH


Opportunities for Student Voice 

Google Slides-Co-constructing 
Success Criteria

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R7IbDpye0aezf3rEdqH5XHNMBiep9TJ1WNH3gXnzDsc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R7IbDpye0aezf3rEdqH5XHNMBiep9TJ1WNH3gXnzDsc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R7IbDpye0aezf3rEdqH5XHNMBiep9TJ1WNH3gXnzDsc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R7IbDpye0aezf3rEdqH5XHNMBiep9TJ1WNH3gXnzDsc/edit?usp=sharing


Student Voice: 
Success Criteria 

Link to Success Criteria Form

responses

http://bit.ly/geniushourss
http://bit.ly/geniushourss
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TiG5aADbJnHzRh0x5udu0VkxkKdTS3kAqdNgDrK6A_c/edit?ts=5637a591#gid=1581552654
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TiG5aADbJnHzRh0x5udu0VkxkKdTS3kAqdNgDrK6A_c/edit?ts=5637a591#gid=1581552654


Learning Skills form(s)
2014-2015 2015-2016

Responses

sample form to play sample responses

https://docs.google.com/a/scdsb.on.ca/spreadsheets/d/1LrMPfMk4j0EgThQeC5tzm2r89bMUxiZOkjv2f3dOYiY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/scdsb.on.ca/spreadsheets/d/1LrMPfMk4j0EgThQeC5tzm2r89bMUxiZOkjv2f3dOYiY/edit?usp=sharing
http://goo.gl/forms/cTgdyMdQQx
http://goo.gl/forms/cTgdyMdQQx
http://goo.gl/forms/cTgdyMdQQx
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hLI4L5x2BMUMArMGQO9iVB8pPVoeJKT_fftMySN3C5g/edit#gid=1481649239
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hLI4L5x2BMUMArMGQO9iVB8pPVoeJKT_fftMySN3C5g/edit#gid=1481649239


Other Types of Assessment 



Third party Google APPS
Padlet



Next Steps...

       Use an inquiry log-thoughtbook

Modify assessment forms to show growth that is 
happening in our school 

Integrate Genius Hour projects into school’s mobile
makerspace

Opportunities for students to share finished 
products with parents/other classes
 (Genius Hour Showcase)



Google 
Classroom



Genius Hour Resources 



Genius Hour Resources 
Sheri Stokes http://stoksher0750.edublogs.org/

Angela Maiers http://www.angelamaiers.com

Flipboard curation http://flip.it/zgMnX

Genius Hour Website: http://www.geniushour.com/

Joy Kirr LiveBinders http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=829279

AJ Juliani http://ajjuliani.com/webinar/

Edublog http://pbl.wonecks.net/2014/08/08/genius-hour/

Twitter: #geniushour or search @GeniusHour

Nat & Lo’s 20% project Channel

http://stoksher0750.edublogs.org/
http://www.angelamaiers.com/
http://flip.it/zgMnX
http://www.geniushour.com/
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=829279
http://ajjuliani.com/webinar/
http://pbl.wonecks.net/2014/08/08/genius-hour/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf4AIjSwE-E2TggCPdm-z-A?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf4AIjSwE-E2TggCPdm-z-A?sub_confirmation=1

