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Often, when perusing lists of books to recommend to your readers who want to take a bite of something other than the Twilight series, the age range of the reader is ignored. This is a huge disservice, as the Twilight sage has cross-generational appeal and can be read by young and old alike; the same cannot be said for some of the other books that appear on generic recommendation lists. In addition to this, just because a book has a vampire in it doesn’t mean it’s a good read. Don’t forget - readers searching for a similar experience to Twilight may not necessarily be looking for a vampire story; categories that relate to Twilight include but are not restricted to: horror, vampires, young adult, romance, romantic suspense, werewolves, paranormal, supernatural, and adolescent interpersonal relations. Having said that, here is an annotated reading list sorted by age group.

Junior-Age / Pre-Teen Readers 

The Vampire’s Visit by David Poulsen

Summary: Two twelve-year old best friends travel to London, England and meet Simon, a teen vampire. He asks for their help in dealing with renegade vampires and the girls investigate the mysterious world of warring blood-suckers.

My take: When I heard the author speak at an awards ceremony, he explained that when he surveyed his pre-teen fans, they told him that his story should contain mystery, adventure, and “a hot guy”. Simon is attractive but there’s no romance at all in the book. This is definitely safe for the pre-teens who would like a dreamy Edward-like character but only want to admire him or chat

Second opinion review: See http://www.umanitoba.ca/cm/vol12/no16/thevampiresvisit.html
Wolf Pack by Edo Van Belkom

Summary: Four teenagers, Noble, Argus, Tora and Harlan, live with their adopted parents in Redstone, British Columbia. High school life is already hard enough without their extra challenge – they are werewolves. When a media-loving scientist wants to expose their secret to the world by kidnapping Tora, the siblings must work together to stop him.

My take: Van Belkom is a horror / fantasy / sci-fi writer and this series (there are sequels) does a good job of telling a good horror story suitable to younger readers. Tora is interested in a nice (human) guy at school and the relationship develops in further books. This title won the Silver Birch Award in 2006.

Second opinion review: See http://www.askpippa.ca/books/2007/2007_fic_ss.htm
The Knaveheart’s Curse by Adele Griffin

Summary: This is the second book of the Vampire Island series. Maddy is a sixth-grade fruit bat vampire hybrid trying to live a normal human life in New York. She’s a social misfit who doesn’t want to entirely give up her vampire habits. When Old World vampires come to the neighborhood searching for their new leader, Maddy tries to determine who the interloper is, and keep her family safe.

My take: The Old World vampires are a lot like the Volturi and Maddy’s family is a bit like the Cullens. Her older sister is dating a werewolf so the romance angle is covered along with the supernatural. Maddy can be a bit annoying and naughty but it’s a safe bet for younger Twilight fans.

Second opinion review: See http://www.amazon.com/Knavehearts-Curse-Vampire-Island-Book/dp/0142414077
Courtney Crumrin’s Monstrous Holiday by Ted Naifeh

Summary: Courtney and her great-uncle, both individuals with great magical power, travel to Europe. This volume contains two stories of her holidays – the first involves werewolves in Romania and the second involves vampires in Germany. Love and loneliness, immortality, loyalty and sacrifice, all are themes in this graphic novel.

My take: I love the Courtney Crumrin series. The art and story draws me in every time. Wolfgang, the vampire, has Edward’s appeal except that Wolfgang truly is a monster, out to suck the life from jaded Courtney to try and fill his empty existence. The publisher may recommend these books for ages 7 and up, but it will be your juniors and higher that enjoy the tales.

Second opinion review: See http://comicsworthreading.com/2009/03/27/courtney-crumrin-and-the-prince-of-nowhere/
Intermediate, Middle-Schooler / Early Teen Readers

Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan

Summary: Darren and Steve are friends. Darren obtains tickets to a freak show and takes Steve, the rebellious hellion at school. Steve determines that one of the performers is a vampire and demands that he transform Steve into a vampire as well. Mr. Crepsley, the vampire, declines. Giant spiders are kidnapped, people are in danger, and in the end two friends become mortal enemies.

My take: I read the manga version and really enjoyed the scary story. This is a huge series (12 books) and they just made a movie based on it, so I foresee its popularity soaring. 

Second opinion review: see http://www.darrenshan.com/vampires/reviews/01/Manga1gnr.html 

I Kissed A Zombie and I Liked It by Adam Selzer

Summary: Ali is the razor-tongued Ice Queen at school, zinging her fellow teens in the school news blog. She mocks the girls fawning after vampires in her school but then meets Doug and ends up falling for – a zombie?

My take: This is a parody but also stands as a good story on its own. Vampires are emo and full of themselves but themes involving high school relationships, nostalgia, and giving people chances make it rise above something like Diary of a Stinky Dead Kid (which has a comic parody called “DieLite” which has no plot of its own). Paranormal romance combined with parody/humor make it fun to read – there are some hints to intimate behavior between Doug and Ally but it’s all implied (they make a list of what zombies and humans are capable of doing and Ally refers to things like “I’m looking forward to trying #8 after the prom”). There’s a website devoted to the book with many other reviews. 

Second opinion review: see http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6609694-i-kissed-a-zombie-and-i-liked-it  as well as http://theundercoverbooklover.blogspot.com/2010/02/i-kissed-zombie-and-i-liked-it-by-adam.html
Shiver by Maggie Stiefvater

Summary: Grace has always been fascinated with wolves, despite being nearly mauled to death by a pack near her house. When she meets Sam, he seems awfully familiar. Can these two star-crossed souls stay together despite the temperature and circumstances that work to keep them apart?

My take: I loved this book and actually cried in anticipation of events happening (which disturbed my husband to no end). The book is told in both Grace and Sam’s points of view (think combining Twilight with Midnight Sun in one book). The two teens do have sex but it isn’t described in detail. The writing involves all the senses and the choices the characters have to make aren’t often easy. The author has a website where she shares a list of impressive reviews and she reports that a movie company has acquired filming rights.

Second opinion review: see http://kbgbabbles.blogspot.com/2009/08/shiver-book-review-maggie-stiefvater.html as well as http://abbylibrarian.blogspot.com/2009/08/book-review-shiver.html 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

Summary: Katniss lives in a post-apocalyptic North America where two youth from each district are forced to participate in the Hunger Games, a terrible cross between the Olympics, reality shows and gladiatorial games, in which there can only be one winner. How can she survive?

My take: Absolutely incredible. I lay awake at night thinking about these characters and possible plot advancements tormented my mind. I had to buy my own personal copies of the books (there will be three in the end) and on my copy of the first book, it has a sticker proclaiming “The Hunger Games is amazing” by Stephenie Meyer. There are no vampires or werewolves in this story, but there’s adventure, action, romance, and just darn good writing. 

Second opinion review: see http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2767052.The_Hunger_Games as well as http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/blog/1790000379/post/90029009.html 

The Awakening (The Vampire Diaries) by L. J. Smith

Summary: Elena is the queen of the high school and can have any boy she wants, except, it seems, for Stefan. Stefan is brooding and mysterious – and a vampire. He longs for Elena but his brother Damon also has his eye set on the girl. Who will win?

My take: The secretary at my school has been pushing me for weeks to start watching the TV show based on the series of books. I haven’t gotten around to it yet. Edward and Bella were each other’s first loves, whereas Elena and Stefan have both been around the block a few times. High school setting, vampires infatuated with humans – there are similarities but it has a different feel to Twilight. Still entertaining. 

Second opinion review: see http://www.lovevampires.com/ljstheawakening.html
High School / Teen Readers

Vampire Loves by Joann Sfar

Summary: Ferdinand is a vampire unlucky in love. His girlfriend cheats on him with his good friend and other relationships just don’t seem to work.

My take: This is almost an adult book, as there is coarse language, sexually suggestive situations (French kissing and such) and mature ruminations – and since this is a graphic novel, some of this is shown as well as told. I lent this book to a twenty-something year old friend of mine who said, “How true most of the things in this book are … it’s scary how I can actually relate to it!”

Second opinion review: see http://www.lovevampires.com/jsloves.html  as well as http://www.librarything.com/work/703819
In the Forests of the Night by Amelia Atwater-Rhodes

Summary: Rachel was a pious young girl in 1684. Risika is a powerful vampire in the late twentieth century. See how Rachel becomes Risika and how she can still be in danger.

My take: It was a long time ago that I read this book, so my memory of it is somewhat hazy. I was impressed that the author wrote it when she was 13 (maybe I should put it with the intermediate reads). It showed that being a vampire wasn’t all fun and games. 

Second opinion review: see http://www.sffworld.com/book/2785.html 

The Vampire Is Just Not That Into You by Vlad Mezrich

Summary: A tongue-in-cheek “guide” to dating vampires, this parody gently makes jibes at Twilight and “regular Canon” vampire fans with lots of quizzes, charts, diagrams, lists, email testimonials and other media samples.

My take: I thought it was amusing. As a Twilight fan, I wasn’t insulted by the obvious Edward references. I also liked the “alternate point of view” offered by a vampire slayer (the narrator himself is a vampire with a lot of experience under his fangs). 

Second opinion review: see http://literaryculture.suite101.com/article.cfm/review_the_vampire_is_just_not_that_into_you  as well as http://www.librarything.com/work/8628226 

Life Sucks by Jessica Abel

Summary: Dave works the night shift at a convenience store – he’s a vampire and his boss converted him just for the purpose of working there. His life is going nowhere until he meets Rosa, a human girl with Goth tendencies. Her glamorous notions of vampirism clash with Dave’s reality, yet the two begin to get close until a rival vampire arrives on the scene. 

My take: This book was both very funny and very thought-provoking. Popular culture notion of vampires are played with – Radu speaks with a eastern European accent (“For vhat for you look for za owner?”) and Rosa takes Dave to see a “Vampirus Trilogy” . There’s a great panel set up on page 139 comparing Rosa’s imagined vampire lifestyle to Radu and Dave’s actual existence. In the end, both Rosa and Dave have to alter their ideas and ideals to survive. The artwork is gorgeous – full colour. The layout tends to be three rows of panels, but this makes the one page changes all the more significant. The language is coarse at times (bullsh**, f**k, bastard, slut, etc.), there’s casual talk of sex and scenes of ripped-off heads, making it a high school and up book, but a great read nonetheless. 

Second opinion review: see http://www.firstsecondbooks.com/BMR/lifeSucksBMR.html 

Adult Reads

This was not supposed to be part of the original presentation, but because there were public librarians (and personal fans) in the audience, here is a shortened list of my favorite “vampire romance” reads. The starred ones are my absolute favourites. 

*The Black Dagger Brotherhood series by J. R. Ward

The Midnight Breed series by Lara Adrien

*The Sookie Stackhouse series by Charlaine Harris

The Dark Hunter series by Sherrilyn Kenyon

The Psy/Changeling series by Nalini Singh

The Lords of the Underworld series by Gena Showalter

The Immortals After Dark series by Kresley Cole

The Guardians series by Meljean Brook

Writer’s Note: I will not put a book on my list until I’ve read it myself. There are a few vampire books that I still need to read and hopefully add to the list. These are:

· Vampirates: Demons of the Oceanby Justin Somper

· Blood Sinister by Celia Rees

· The House of Night series by P.C. Cast and Kristin Cast

This list was created in February 2010. The opinions expressed on this list are those of the creator and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ontario Library Association, the Toronto District School Board, or any other organization. Big thanks to Tinlids (www.tinlids.ca) for lending me many of these books to examine. 

